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— ooOoo — 

Today's  report  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration  deals 
with  "a  number  of  things. " 

First,  the  story  of  two  men  and  a  girl  who  lost  their  jobs  and  tried 
to  make  a  living  by  selling  so-called  "butter".     I  say  "so-called",  because 
the  butter  they  peddled  to  unsuspecting  housewives  was  made  of  two  pounds 
of  legal  butter,   four  pounds  of  oleomargarine,  and  fourteen  pounds  of  water. 
But  let  our  official  correspondent  tell  the  story.     Quoting  directly: 

"The  Buffalo,  New  York,   Station  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
reports  the  recent  arrest  of  two  young  men  and  a  young  girl,  occupying  a 
car  which  contained  these  articles:     forty-one  pounds  of  so-called  butter 
in  paper-wrapped  prints,  two  tin  pails,  two  home-made  paddles,  and  a  pair 
of  wooden  butter  molds.     The  tin  pails,  home-made  butter  paddles,  and  butter 
mold.s  had  not  been  washed  since  their  last  use. 

"At  police  head- quarters  the  young  people  stated  that  after  losing 
their  jobs  in  Chicago,  a  Chicago  man  had  snowed  them  how  to  mix  two  pounds 
of  legal  butter  with  four  pounds  of  oleomargarine  and  fourteen  pounds  of 
water  to  make  twenty  pounds  of  'butter.1     They  mixed  the  stuff  together  by 
churning  with  a  paddle,  and  sold  the  mixture  to  unsuspecting  housewives  as 
'Fresh  Creamery  Butter,1   at  a  price  slightly  lower  than  the  market  price. 
The  product,  when  analyzed,   contained  more  than  three-fourths  water. 

"Their  butter  racket  had  not  proved  successful,   for  the  youthful 
violators  of  the  law  had  previously  been  detained  by  police  in  other  cities, 
and  were  without  funds  when  arrested  in  Buffalo.     They  pleaded  guilty  in 
City  Court  to  possession  for  sale  of  illegal  food,  and  each  was  given  a  ten- 
day  sentence  while  arrangements  were  made  to  return  them  to  their  homes." 

And  that's  the  first  item  in  today's  report  from  Washington.     I  don't 
need  to  remind  regular  listeners  to  these  reports  that  butt er  is  the  one  and 
only  food  product  defined  hv  law.     It  must  contain  "not  less  than  eighty 
per  cent  by  weight  of  milk  fat."    Water  at  butter  j)rices  is  a  poor  substitute 
for  butter. 


Next  is  a  brief  item  that  will  fill  you  with  righteous  indignation, 
if  you're  a  homemaker  who  is  proud  of  her  home-made  jelly.     The  New  York 
Station  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  reports  the  seizure  of  sixteen 
hundred  packages  of  an  imitation  so-called  jelly  powder,   shipped  by  a  Cali- 
fornia company. 


R-HC 


-  2  - 


3/1/37 


Quoting  our  correspondent;     "The  product  was  a  mixture  of  dextrose, 
pectin,  tartaric  acid,  added  color,  and  artificial  flavor,  which  had  "been 
substituted  for  a  mixture  of  the  essential  ingredients  of  jelly.  Each 
carton  —  there  were  sixty-four  in  the  shipment  —  bore  the  statement: 
'No  fruit  juice  needed,   contents  makes  six  glasses  of  real  home-made  jelly.'1" 

What  do  you  think  of  that,  homemakers?     "Real  home-made  jelly"  — 
from  a  mixture  of  ingredients  that  bore  not  the  faintest  resemblance  to  a 
grape  or  an  apple  or  a  quince,  or  any  other  jelly  fruit.     However,  the 
imitation  jelly  powder  is  no  longer  on  the  market,  so  we  don't  need  to 
■worry  about  that  product. 

Next  we  have  an  instance  of  what  happens  when  a  "filthy  and  decom- 
posed" product  is  shipped  in  interstate  commerce.     (As  you  know,  the  Federal 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  applies  only  to  products  shipped  from  one  State  to  another.) 
But  this  important  fact  a  company  in  Denver  overlooked,   reports  the  Denver 
Station,  and  shipped  a  few  cases  of  tomato  catsup,   filthy  and  decomposed, 
across  the  State  line  into  Wyoming.     According  to  our  correspondent: 

"The  catsup  had  been  manufactured  in  Colorado.     A  notation  on  the 
invoice  to  the  jobber  warned  against  the  interstate  shipment  of  the  catsup. 
At  the  hearing,  the  jobber  stated  that  it  was  his  intention  to  heed  this 
warning,  but  that  the  shipping  department  had  disregarded  his  instructions 
and  had  shipped  a  few  cases  into  Wyoming.     For  which  reason,  the  jobber  felt 
that  he  was  quite  innocent  of  any  wrongdoing.     However,  the  Court  imposed 
a  fine  of  twenty-five  dollars." 

Here ' s  an  item  that  should  have  followed  the  "real  home-made  jelly" 
story:     "The  Los  Angeles  Station  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  reports 
the  seizure,   in  Phoenix,  Arizona,  of  two  thousand,  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
jars  of  assorted  preserves,   shipped  by  a  company  in  Los  Angeles.     The  pro- 
ducts were  labeled  pure  preserves ,  but  were  found  to  be  lacking  in  fruit, 
to  contain  more  sugar  than  standard  preserves,  and  to  contain  added  pectin 
and  water. " 

Well,  you  may  recall  that  only  two  weeks  ago  our  weekly  report 
included  the  Government's  accepted  definition  for  fruit  preserves  —  not 
less  than  forty-five  pounds  of  frait  to  each  fifty-five  pounds  of  sugar. 

And  by  the  way,   our  correspondent  suggests  that  you  may  have  a 
copy  of  the  definitions  used  in  enforcing  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,   if  you 
will  write  to  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration,  Washington,  D.   C.     If  you 
want  to  know  the  accepted  definitions  and  standards  for  meats  and  meat  pro- 
ducts, milk  and  milk  products,   eggs  and  egg  products,  fruits  and  vegetables; 
sugars,  condiments,   spices;   tea,   coffee,   chocolate  products,  and  beverages, 
ask  for  the  leaflet  entitled:     "SERVICE  AND  REGULATORY  MMOUICIMENTS,  Food 
and  Drug  Number  Two." 

Women  who  want  to  learn  more  about  how  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  protects  their  food  supply  will  find  this  leaflet  of  great 
interest.     The  name  of  the  leaflet,  again,  is:     "SERVICE  AND  REGULATORY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS,  Food  and  Drag  Number  Two."     It  is  yours  for  the  asking. 
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